The author reports an abscess of the ala nasi from which numerous intracellular gram-negative diplococci were found in thick foul pus, also containing saprophytic streptococci and staphylococci, The patient had acute gonorrhea. Washing out the abscess cavity with weak permanganate solution and use of antigonoccus serum brought down his fever and healed this rare complication in eight days.
both. The frontal sinuses were never involved. Infections by other organisms were frequent. Nathanson suggests the probability that the accessory sinuses may act as a reservoir for the diphtheria organism in certain carriers.
FENTON.
LARYNX New Technique for Laryngectomy (Une nouvelle technique de laryngectomie totale).
Portmann, G. and Despons, 1. (Bordeaux), Rev. de L. 0. R., 58:113 1937. (Feb.), Because of the heavy mortality of complete laryngectomy, Portmann has, since 1934, sutured the pharyngeal walls to the slain, after the trachea has been firmly sutured below. Feeding is done through a nasal tube, and the pharyngostomy is carefully packed away from the trachea. The tracheotomy tube is worn for several weeks, until the pharyngostomy has been closed by two reversed-L skin flaps, one turned with surface inward, the other slid across so that the suture lines do not coincide. After solid union, the esophageal tube and tracheotomy tube are left out. Seven cases, all successful, are reported, as against five deaths out of sixteen reported earlier. by the usual technique. The article is accurately illustrated with stage drawings and photographs.
FENTON.
Conservative Treatment of Laryngeal Diphtheria.
Clarke, Jarwr\ Huy. B u f f . Mrd. I., p. 66 (July l l ) , 1936.
The writer reviews his experience of the treatment of laryngeal diphtheria from August, 1930 , to April, 1936 during which period eighteen cases were admitted to the hospital. In two cases tracheotomy was performed and both patients died shortly after operation. The remaining sixteen cases were all successfully treated by conservative measures and all were eventually discharged cured. Upon admission each case was immediately treated by inhalations of steam, an adequate dose of antitoxin was administered, and a mixture of tincture belladonna and tincture camphor compound, 5 minims of each to one teaspoonful of water, was administered four-hourly. In the writer's experience total occlusion of the respiratory passage did not occur, and in most instances it was possible for the patient to overcome a very considerable degree of partial obstruction. It is necessary, however, for adequate dosages of antitoxin to be given, and the patient should be placed under favorable conditions. A child suffering from laryn-geal diphtheria is generally in a state of nervous apprehension upon admission to the hospital. During this period the patient may easily become worked up into a state of spasm of the glottis, in which tracheotomy may appear to be urgently necessary. Immediate administration of tincture of belladonna and tincture camphor compound has a definitely soothing effect and helps to prevent spasms or modifies their effects.
The prognosis of laryngeal diphtheria generally is grave, the death rate ranging from eighteen to forty per cent in different series of cases reported. Although this series of sixteen cases may not be sufficiently large in number or representative enough to enable one to express an unqualified opinion on the value of conservative measures in the treatment of laryngeal diphtheria, the writer feels that it indicates that unnecessary operative intervention can and ought to be avoided.
.GOLDSMITH-MCLEOD. Having cured a buccal lesion by electrocoagulation, when similar swellings on and below the vocal cords began to interfere with breathing, laryngofissure and tracheotomy were done under 'local anesthesia.
Blastomycosis of the Vocal Cords Treated by Electrocoagulation
This case has remained well for two and one-half years; the cords are almost normal in appearance, but the voice is slightly rough.
FENTON. Twenty-one cases, the patients ranging in age from 1 3 to 56 years, are summarized in which tonsillectomy has been performed for quinsy, thus adding to the number already reported in the literature.
PHARYNX
There were no complications in any case, and each patient His experience and recommendations coincide with those reported by other authors. A bibliography covering this subject for the past ten years is included. showed immediate improvement.
TOBEY.

ESOPHAGUS, TRACHEA AND BRONCHUS Bronchoscopotherapy in Bronchopulmonary Suppuration: Its Mechanism and
Results. A rCsumC of the author's experiences with tracheobronchial drowning, bronchopneumonia, pulmonary atelectasis, broncholithiasis, pulmonary abscess and bronchiectasis.
S o d a s , A. (Paris
Of the latter, the author says: "The cure of bronchiectasis treated by bronchoscopy is rare ( 1 y per cent), and in general results only in cases of recent bronchiectasis following pulmonary abscess, bronchopneumonia or the presence of a foreign body. In all other cases we obtain only a symptomatic improvement, sometimes remarkable, with even a partial restoration to the normal state (social cures, 2 8 per cent).
Prolonged treatment is often necessary. I n general, he repeats bronchoscopic treatment twice, seven or even eight times a year. Using the oculocardiac and solar reflexes as indices of the activity of the autonomic system, before and after the Kobrak and rotatory tests, the author points out very distinct effects produced. Generally rotation increases vegetative tonus, acting more strongly on the parasympathetic than the sympathetic. The Kobrak caloric test decreases vegetative tonus, influencing the sympathetic more than the parasympathetic system. This may be due to the effect of warm water against the posterior and superior wall of the auditory meatus, exciting the vagus through its auricular branch.
Grafts in the Round Window in the Treatment of Certain Types of Deafness.
Hughson, W a l t e r (Abington, Pa.), Arch. Otolaryftg., 2 5~6 2 3 (June), 1937.
Eight operations for the grafting of fascia in the round window have been performed on persons with a loss of hearing from 40 to 50 decibels for all the critical frequencies. The cases of six of the patients are reported in detail. The remaining two, after an interval of five and three months, respectively, showed a slow but consistent improvement in the ear operated on. I n an analysis of the postoperative course in these cases, the following facts are worthy of mention:
1. The graft has remained in position in every case. Direct observation through the opening in the drum during the period of healing has demonstrated this fact. It is reasonable to assume that this fixation represents an actual growth of the graft in position.
2.
In no case has there been postoperative infection.
3.
The drum has healed with little residual scarring in from ten 4. Impairment below the original preoperative level has not 5 . There has been a slight but consistent improvement in the acuity of hearing for certain frequencies in every case, the longest period of observation being ten months. days to three weeks in every instance. Attention is drawn to the pericarotid venous plexus described by Testut but considered unimportant by Ramadier. Podesth shows several fine sections demonstrating these veins, which may be subjected to trauma at operation, or may carry thrombosis forward to the cavernous sinus. The pericarotid sheath of connective tissue is ordinarily sufficiently heavy to protect these venules. It embraces 17,500,000 policyholders living in nearly every state of the United States and in the provinces of Canada. It covers the last twenty-five years, and the experience of the insured lives closely parallels that for the general population.
FENTON.
MISCELLANEOUS
In the United States cancer is responsible for 1~0 , 0 0 0 deaths a year, ranking second to heart disease as a cause of death. Detailed analysis indicated that the moderate upward trend of death rate during the last twenty-five years is spurious. The rise is practically limited to males above 5 5 years. In the broad age period of 3 5 to 54, the trend among females was significantly downward. This difference in trend by sex may be accounted for by the fact that four-fifths of cancer among males and one-half of cancers among females occur in inaccessible sites. In general, cancers of inaccessible sites show a rise in death rate, whereas those in accessible sites show a downward trend. Improvement in diagnosis, due to increased hospitalization, improved diagnostic procedures, etc., may account for this.
Half the total number of fatal cancers are located in the digestive tract. In three years the American College of Surgeons registered almost 25,000 persons cured of cancer. Data given in the paper are based on standardized rates, and thus avoid the source of error, "aging of population," as included in crude cancer rates. There are already about 200 cancer centers throughout the country which meet the standards of equipment and personnel established by the American College of Surgeons.
JORSTAD.
Cerebral Angiography (Angiografia cerebrale). G. (Trieste), Riv. Oto-Neuro-Oftal., Vol. 13 ; Jan. and Feb., Vol. 1 3 ; March and April, Vol. 1 3 ; 207-244, May and June, 1936. This extensive article appears in three successive issues of this journal and covers about 130 pages. It contains a large number of illustrations and case reports.
Sai,
The author has taken numerous angiographies on 50 patients. The technic of Maniz is employed and described in detail presenting its advantages, inconveniences and diagnostic results which he compares with data obtained in pneumographies.
The thorotrast (contrast medium) may be injected into the internal or common carotid. The advantage in using the internal carotid is t h a t it requires less thorotrast, but it is deeply located and often difficult to reach, producing an extensive scar in a visible location. Injection of the common carotid, on the contrary, is rather easy; the residual scar is very small and slightly visible but it requires a larger quantity of thorotrast.
A considerable amount of this contrasting fluid has to be injected when additional plates are needed, and much more of it when the lateral (which is the best plate for angiographies) and the anteroposterior projections have to be taken.
Injecting the common carotid, an angiography will demonstrate, equally clearly, the circulation of the internal and external carotids.
Interpretation was difficult only in one case, due to the supraimposition of the two arterial networks.
For each injection of thorotrast two or three roentgenograms are taken at intervals of two to four seconds, thus obtaining arteriograms with the former and phlebograms with the latter.
The author explains the findings of normal angiograms and presents in detail important facts obtained in studying a series of pathologic cases.
Angiography is an excellent diagnostic method for all cases of cerebral tumors. It will render the growth visible, either by its own circulation or by displacement of adjacent blood vessels. It will show clearly and precisely tumors of large size, above all, the meningiomas in which the blood vessels are displaced considerably; however, the slowly growing infiltrating gliomas are not easily demonstrable, especially if the tumor does not reveal its own circulation. This new diagnostic method is of particular value for the demonstration of aneurisms and angiomas.
Generally it is possible to state that angiography is to be p:eferred to pneumography in all cases of intracranial hypertension due to tumors or abscesses, as it would avoid any marked change of the delicate equilibrium of the intracranial pressure.
Angiography may furnish other useful data in syphilitic changes of the cerebral blood vessels, also in insanity, hydrocephalus and oligophrenia. These are often demonstrated by angiography of vascular anomalies, but in these cases it is convenient to add gas encepholography, as it presents the pathologic process from a different aspect.
Pneumography gives better information than angiography in epileptics, as it distends the ventricles more with the existence of vascular anomalies.
Another completely new element, dynamic for the diagnosis of cerebral diseases, is brought out by angiography; that is, changes in the speed of the cerebral circulation following an intracranial pathologic process. For example, in a case of chronic meningitis of cystic type, the retardation in speed of the blood circulation is very evident.
The dangers and inconveniences first presented by angiography decrease and become rare as one acquires more confidence and accuracy for the purpose used.
SCIARRETTA.
The Great Vessels in Deep Infection of the Neck.
Boemer, L. C. ( S t . Louis) , Arch. Otolaryng., 253465 (Apr.), 1937.
A survey of 75 cases of deep infection of the neck was made.
There were two deaths in the entire series; one (unavoidable) followed neglected mastoiditis; the other death, from deep pus in the neck (unrecognized until the patient was moribund), followed tonsillitis and peritonsillar abscess.
Suppuration of the retropharyngeal glands or of the deep cervical glands accounted for the condition in the forty-nine cases in children, and all the patients recovered.
Involvement of the lower third molar tooth accounted for the condition in one-third of the cases in adults.
Involvement of the pharyngomaxillary or parapharyngeal space and the great vessels of the neck constituted the greatest hazard to life.
Fatality from unrecognized deep pus in the neck secondary to Early adequate drainage of the parapharyngeal space must be tonsillitis and peritonsillar abscess still occurs. obtained, and this is best achieved externally.
TOBEY.
Malignant Disease of the Upper Jaw.
Ofingren, G . (Stockholm). J. Laryng. and Otol., 52:18 (Jan.), 1937. This is a report of a series of cases from the clinic of Professor Holmgren in Stockholm. The author recommends the removal of these tumors by means of high frequency, if they are superficial. If they are deep seated they must first be exposed. The technic is carefully explained. He observes that before 1927 most of these conditions were treated by irradiation. His own removal by coagulation is supplemented by various forms of irradiation. The results are distinctly superior to those obtained before this method was used. Even so, the mortality is still more than 50 per cent within the first five years.
